
Selected Bibliography of Books, Articles, and Websites 

Associated with the African American Experience in Montana and the U.S. West. 

Based on the bibliography prepared by Delia Hagen for “African-American Heritage Places in Helena, MT National 

Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form,” on file at the Montana State Historic Preservation 

Office, Helena, MT, 2016. 

Albright, Robert Edwin. “The American Civil War as a Factor in Montana Territorial Politics.” Pacific 

Historical Review 6, no. 1 (March 1937): 36–46. 

Allmendinger, Blake. Imagining the African American West. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2005. 

Armitage, Susan, and Susan Wilbert. “Black Women in the Pacific Northwest: A Survey and Research 

Prospectus.” In Women in Pacific Northwest History: An Anthology, edited by Karen Blair. 

Seattle: University of Washington, 1988. 

Bakken, Gordon Morris, and Brenda Farrington. Racial Encounters in the Multi-Cultural West. New York: 

Garland Pub., 2000. 

Basso, Matthew L. Meet Joe Copper: Masculinity and Race on Montana’s World War II Home Front. 

University of Chicago Press, 2013. 

Baumler, Ellen. “Early History of African-Americans in Montana.” Great Falls Tribune. November 3, 2015. 

———. “Montana Moments: African Americans in Montana.” Montana Moments, January 20, 2014. 

http://ellenbaumler.blogspot.com/2014/01/african-americans-in-montana.html. 

Beckwourth, James Pierson, and T. D Bonner. The Life and Adventures of James P. Beckwourth, 

Mountaineer, Scout, and Pioneer, and Chief of the Crow Nation of Indians. Minneapolis: Ross & 

Haines, 1965. 

Behan, Barbara Carol. “Forgotten Heritage: African Americans in the Montana Territory, 1864-1889.” 

The Journal of African American History 91, no. 1 (2006): 23–40. 

Berardi, Gayle K, and Thomas W Segady. “The Development of African-American Newspapers in the 

American West: A Sociohistorical Perspective.” The Journal of Negro History 75, no. 3/4 (1990): 

96–111. 

Billington, Monroe Lee, and Roger D Hardaway. African Americans on the Western Frontier. Boulder, 

Colo.: University Press of Colorado, 1998. 

BlackPast.org. Blackpast.org, Remembered and Reclaimed:  An Online Reference Guide to African 

American History. Seattle, WA: BlackPast.org, 2016. 

Broussard, Albert S. African Americans in the West. Santa Barbara, Calif: Journal of the West, 2005. 

———. “African Americans in the West: Introduction.” Journal of the West 44, no. 2 (2005): 5–7. 

———. Expectations of Equality: A History of Black Westerners. Wheeling, Ill.; Cody, Wyo.: Harlan 

Davidson, Inc.; Buffalo Bill Historical Center, 2012. 

http://mhs.mt.gov/Portals/11/shpo/AfricanAmerican/Helena_Af_Am_MPD.pdf
http://mhs.mt.gov/Portals/11/shpo/AfricanAmerican/Helena_Af_Am_MPD.pdf
http://ellenbaumler.blogspot.com/2014/01/african-americans-in-montana.html
http://www.blackpast.org/
http://www.blackpast.org/


Butler, Anne M. “Still in Chains: Black Women in Western Prisons, 1865-1910.” The Western Historical 

Quarterly 20, no. 1 (1989): 19–35. 

Carroll, John M., ed. The Black Military Experience in the American West. New York, NY: Liveright, 1971. 

———. The Last Horizon: The Rambling Chaffin Clan Settles in the Bitter Root Valley of Western Montana 

in 1864 and Helps Develop This Lovely Land. Somerset, Calf.: Pine Hill Press, 1971. 

Conroy, Michael S. “Blacks in the Pacific Northwest, 1850- 1860.” Nevada Historical Quarterly 28 (1985): 

90–121. 

Cousineau, Phil. “Crimes of Love,” Website, Jameson Law Library Blog. Missoula, Mont.: University of 

Montana Law Library. February 21, 2012. Accessed November 4, 2016. 

https://jamesonlawlibrary.wordpress.com/2012/02/21/crimes-of-love/. 

Davenport, Loralee, and Thos. W Eva. A Journey Toward Sovereignty and Security: The African American 

Community of Butte, Montana from 1885-1955. Housed at Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives and 

the Montana Historical Society, publisher not identified, 2001. 

Davis, Lenwood G. Blacks in the American West: A Working Bibliography. Monticello, Ill.: Council of 

Planning Librarians, 1976. 

Dawson, Alma, and Connie Van Fleet. “Frontier Literature.” In African American Literature: A Guide to 

Reading Interests. Westport, Conn.: Libraries Unlimited, 2004. 

de Graaf, Lawrence B. “Race, Sex, and Region: Black Women in the American West, 1850-1920.” Pacific 

Historical Review 49, no. 2 (May 1980). 

———. “Recognition, Racism, and Reflections on the Writing of Western Black History.” Pacific Historical 

Review 44, no. 1 (1975): 22–51. 

De León, Arnoldo. Racial Frontiers: Africans, Chinese, and Mexicans in Western America, 1848-1890. 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2002. 

Doss, Pherron. Ole Freedom. Booklocker.com, Inc., 2015. 

Eruteya, Glenda Rose Spearman. “Racial Legislation in Montana:  1864 – 1955.” Master’s Thesis, Political 

Science Department, University of Montana, Missoula, 1981. Available online:  

http://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=9660&context=etd . 

Flamming, Douglas. “African Americans in the Twentieth-Century West.” Chapter 12 of A Companion to 

the American West, edited by William Deverell. Blackwell Publishing, 2007: 219–39. 

———. African Americans in the West. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2009 

Franks, James A. Mary Fields (Black Mary). Santa Cruz, Calif.: Wild Goose Press, 2000. 

Garceau-Hagen, Dee, Lynn M. Hudson, Anne M. Butler, Ruthanne Lum McCunn, Linda S. Peavy, Natalie 

Dykstra, and Laura Woodworth-Ney. Portraits of Women in the American West. New York: 

Routledge, 2005. 

https://jamesonlawlibrary.wordpress.com/2012/02/21/crimes-of-love/
http://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=9660&context=etd


Gardner, Eric. Unexpected Places Relocating Nineteenth-Century African American Literature. Jackson: 

University Press of Mississippi, 2009. 

Glasrud, Bruce A., and Charles A Braithwaite. African Americans on the Great Plains:  An Anthology. 

Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2009. 

Glasrud, Bruce A., Laurie Champion, William H. Leckie, Tasha B. Stewart, Sheron Smith-Savage, Sul Ross 

State University, and Center for Big Bend Studies. African Americans in the West: A Bibliography 

of Secondary Sources. Alpine, Tex.: Sul Ross State University, Center for Big Bend Studies, 1998. 

Glasrud, Bruce A., and Michael N. Searles. Buffalo Soldiers in the West a Black Soldiers Anthology. 

College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 2007. 

Glasrud, Bruce A., and Cary D. Wintz, Eds. Foreword by Quintard Taylor. Black Americans and the Civil 

Rights Movement in the West. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2019. 

Gordon, Taylor. Born to Be. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1995. 

Gwaltney, William W. Beyond the Pale…African-Americans in the Fur Trade West. Trotwood, Ohio: LWF 

Publications., n.d. 

Hardaway, Roger D. A Narrative Bibliography of the African-American Frontier: Blacks in the Rocky 

Mountain West, 1535-1912. Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin Mellen Press, 1995. 

Hardaway, Roger D. “African American Cowboys on the Western Frontier.” Negro History Bulletin 64, no. 

1/4 (2001): 27-32. 

Hardaway, Roger D. African Americans in the American West: A Selective Bibliography. Albuquerque: 

Center for the American West, Dept. of History, University of New Mexico, 1999. 

Hardaway, Roger D. “The African- American Women on the Western Frontier.” Negro History Bulletin 

60, no. 1 (1997): 8. 

Heath, Kingston. “Viewpoint: Buildings as Cultural Narratives: Interpreting African American Lifeways in 

a Montana Gold Mining Camp.” Building and Landscapes 21, no. 2 (January 1, 2014): 1–30. 

“Helena As She Was - An Open History Resource for Montana’s Capital City.” Helena As She Was. 

Accessed July 22, 2015. http://www.helenahistory.org/index.htm. 

Horton, James Oliver, and Lois E Horton. Hard Road to Freedom: The Story of African America. New 

Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 2001. 

Jackson, Kennell A. African Americans in the U.S. West. Paramus, NJ: Globe Fearon, 1994. 

Johnson, Benjamin H. Making of the American West: People and Perspectives. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-

CLIO, 2007. 

Johnson, Jeffrey Alan. “Border Patrols, Buffalo Soldiers, and Boredom: Fort Assinniboine, Montana, 

1879-1911.” M.A., Washington State University, 2000. 



Johnson, Michael K. “African American Literature and Culture and the American West,” In A Companion 

to the Literature and Culture of the American West edited by Nicolas S. Witschi. Wiley-Blackwell, 

2011, pp. 161–76. 

Johnson, Michael K. “Essay Review- ‘The Like of Which Is Found Nowhere Else in All the World’: Placing 

and Imagining an African American West.” Western American Literature. 41, no. 3 (2006): 336–

44. 

———. Hoo-Doo Cowboys and Bronze Buckaroos: Conceptions of the African American West. Jackson: 

University Press of Mississippi, 2014. 

Junne, George H. Blacks in the American West and Beyond--America, Canada, and Mexico a Selectively 

Annotated Bibliography. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2000. 

Katz, William Loren. The Black West. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1971. 

———. The Black West: A Documentary and Pictorial History of the African American Role in the 

Westward Expansion of the United States. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996. 

Kelley, Robin D. G, and Earl Lewis, eds. A History of African Americans Since 1880. Volume Two. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2005. 

———. To Make Our World Anew: A History of African Americans. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Ketterer, Merri Folley. Steroscoping Race and Gender in Virginia City, Montana: The Life of Sarah Blair 

Gammon Brown Bickford. Bozeman, Mont.: Montana State University, 2006. 

Koelle, Alexandra V. "Pedaling on the Periphery: The African American Twenty-fifth Infantry Bicycle 

Corps and the Roads of American Expansion," Western Historical Quarterly, 41, Issue 3 (Autumn 

2010):  305–326. 

LaForest, James. “Black Voyageurs: African Americans in the Fur Trade.” The Red Cedar: Essays on 

Heritage and Culture. Webpage, January 18, 2013. 

Lang, William L.  “Tempest on Clore Street: Race & Politics in Helena, MT 1906.” Scratchgravel Hills 3, 

1980. 

———.  “The Nearly Forgotten Blacks on Last Chance Gulch, 1900-1912.” The Pacific Northwest 

Quarterly 70, no. 2 (1979): 50–57. 

Leckie, William H, and Shirley A. Leckie. The Buffalo Soldiers: A Narrative of the Black Cavalry in the 

West. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2003. 

Loewen, James. Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of American Racism. New York: New Press, 2005 

Mack, Dwayne. “May the Work I’ve Done Speak for Me: African American CCC Enrollees in MT, 1933-

34,” Western Journal of Black Studies. (Winter 2003) Vol. 27, No. 4, 236-245. 

McGowen, Tom. African-Americans in the Old West. New York: Children’s Press, 1998. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwhq.oxfordjournals.org%2Fcontent%2F41%2F3%2F305&data=02%7C01%7CKHampton%40mt.gov%7Cb180928453214487ea9708d5382d708a%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C0%7C636476690172642333&sdata=U%2B80pyQqZazCJ8aUSFeY7sCb3YwJiBWAU0Opjit3EUc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwhq.oxfordjournals.org%2Fcontent%2F41%2F3%2F305&data=02%7C01%7CKHampton%40mt.gov%7Cb180928453214487ea9708d5382d708a%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C0%7C636476690172642333&sdata=U%2B80pyQqZazCJ8aUSFeY7sCb3YwJiBWAU0Opjit3EUc%3D&reserved=0
https://theredcedar.wordpress.com/2013/01/18/black-voyageurs-african-americans-in-the-fur-trade/
https://theredcedar.wordpress.com/2013/01/18/black-voyageurs-african-americans-in-the-fur-trade/


McMillen, Christian. “Border State Terror and The Genesis of the African-American Community in Deer 

Lodge and Choteau Counties, Montana, 1870-1890.” The Journal of Negro History 79, no. 2 

(1994): 212–47. 

Mercier, Laurie. “Reworking Race, Class, and Gender into Pacific Northwest History.” Frontiers: A Journal 

of Women Studies 22, no. 3 (2001): 61–74. 

Mumey, Nolie. James Pierson Beckwourth, 1856-1866, an Enigmatic Figure of the West: A History of the 

Latter Years of His Life. Denver, Colo.: Fred A. Rosenstock, 1957. 

Myers, Rex C. “Montana’s Negro Newspapers, 1894-1911.” Montana Journalism Review 16 (Fall 1973). 

Organ, David Joseph. “The Historical Geography of African American Frontier Settlement.” Ph.D., 

University of California, Berkeley, 1995. 

Parker, Keith D. “African Americans and the Great Plains an Introduction.” Great Plains Quarterly 16, no. 

2 (1996): 83–84. 

Pascoe, Peggy.  What Comes Naturally: Miscegenation Law and the Making of Race in America. Oxford 

and New York:  Oxford University Press, 2009. 

Patrick, Michael, Cecil Williams, and Keith Conaway. The Black West in Story and Song. Rolla, MO: Black 

West Publishing, 2006. 

Porter, Kenneth W. “Negro Labor in the Western Cattle Industry, 1866-1900.” Labor History 10, no. 3 

(1969): 346–74. 

Porter, Kenneth W. “Negroes and the Fur Trade.” Minnesota History 15 (December 1934): 421–33. 

———. The Negro on the American Frontier. New York: Arno Press, 1971. 

Primus, Marc, and San Francisco African American Historical & Cultural Society. Monographs, Blacks in 

the West. San Francisco, Calif.: The Society, 1976. 

Ravage, John W. Black Pioneers Images of the Black Experience on the North American Frontier. Salt Lake 

City: University of Utah Press, 1997. 

Riley, Glenda, and Richard W Etulain. By Grit & Grace: Eleven Women Who Shaped the American West. 

Golden, Colo.: Fulcrum Pub., 1997. 

Robison, Ken. “Historical Black Americans in Northern Montana: Early Black American Settlers Great 

Falls MT 1886-1920.” Historical Black Americans in Northern Montana May 2, 2009. 

http://blackamericansmt.blogspot.com/2009/05/early-black-american-settlers-great.html. 

———. “Historical Black Americans in Northern Montana: On Being a Black American in Territorial Fort 

Benton.” Historical Black Americans in Northern Montana May 4, 2009. 

http://blackamericansmt.blogspot.com/2009/05/on-being-black-american-in-territorial.html. 

———. “Historical Black Americans in Northern Montana: James Wesley & Clarissa Jane Crump: Free 

Black & Slave Come to Montana Territory.” Historical Black Americans in Northern Montana, 

http://blackamericansmt.blogspot.com/2009/05/early-black-american-settlers-great.html
http://blackamericansmt.blogspot.com/2009/05/on-being-black-american-in-territorial.html


June 9, 2013. http://blackamericansmt.blogspot.com/2013/06/james-wesley-clarissa-jane-

crump-free.html.  

______. “The Jewel in Fort Benton’s Crown:  The Grand Union.”  Fort Benton River Press Grand Union 

Edition, November 2, 2007. 

Savage, W. Sherman. Blacks in the West. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1976. 

———. “The Negro in the History of the Pacific Northwest.” Journal of Negro History 13 (1928): 255–64. 

Schlissel, Lillian. Black Frontiers: A History of African American Heroes in the Old West. New York, N.Y.: 

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1995. 

Schoenberg, Dale. “The Black Man in the American West.” Negro History Bulletin 32 (1969): 7–11. 

Schubert, Frank N. On the Trail of the Buffalo Soldier: Biographies of African Americans in the U.S. Army, 

1866-1917. Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources Inc., 1995. 

Schubert, Irene Kettunen, and Frank N Schubert. On the Trail of the Buffalo Soldier II: New and Revised 

Biographies of African Americans in the U.S. Army, 1866-1917. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press, 

2004. 

Smithsonian Institution. Blacks in the Westward Movement, 1975. 

Smurr, J. W. “Jim Crow Out West.” In Historical Essays on Montana and the Northwest. Helena, Mont.: 

The Western Press, Historical Society of Montana, 1957, 149-203. 

Sturdevant, Anne Marie. “White Hoods Under the Big Sky: Montanans Embrace the Ku Klux Klan, 

1920s.” In Speaking Ill of the Dead: Jerks in Montana History, Second., 311–27. Guilford, Conn.: 

Globe Pequot Press, 2011. 

Swartout, Robert R. Montana: A Cultural Medley. Helena, Mont.: Farcountry Press, 2015. 

Taylor, Quintard. “A History of Blacks in the Pacific Northwest, 1788-1970.” Ph.D., University of 

Minnesota, 1979. 

———. Five Centuries of African American History in the West. Ann Arbor, Mich.: ProQuest Information 

and Learning, 2006.. 

———. In Search of the Racial Frontier: African Americans in the American West, 1528-1990. New York: 

Norton, 1998. 

———. “‘Justice Is Slow But Sure’: The Civil Rights Movement in the West: 1950- 1970.” Nevada Law 

Journal 5, no. 84 (2004): 84–92. 

———. “The Emergence of Black Communities in The Pacific Northwest: 1865-1910.” The Journal of 

Negro History 64, no. 4 (1979): 342–54. 

Taylor, Quintard, and Shirley Ann Wilson Moore. African American Women Confront the West: 1600-

2000. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2003. 

http://blackamericansmt.blogspot.com/2013/06/james-wesley-clarissa-jane-crump-free.html
http://blackamericansmt.blogspot.com/2013/06/james-wesley-clarissa-jane-crump-free.html
http://mhs.mt.gov/Portals/11/shpo/AfricanAmerican/CensusData/SmurrJimCrowOutWest.pdf


Taylor, Quintard, University of Oregon, and Department of History. The African-American Experience in 

the American West: A History of Black Americans from 1528 to the Present. [Eugene, Or.]: 

[Department of History, University of Oregon], 1999. 

Thompson, Lucille Smith, Alma Smith Jacobs, and Montana State Library. The Negro in Montana, 1800-

1945; a Selective Bibliography. Helena: Montana State Library, 1970. 

Thompson, Lucille W. “Early Montana Negro Pioneers: Sung & Unsung.” Montana Business Quarterly 10, 

no. 3 (Summer 1972). 

Wagner, Tricia Martineau. African American Women of the Old West. Guilford, Conn.: TwoDot, 2007. 

———. Black Cowboys of the Old West: True, Sensational, and Little-Known Stories from History. 

Guilford, Conn.: TwoDot, 2011. 

Washington, Margaret. “African American History and the Frontier Thesis.” Journal of the Early Republic 

13, no. 2 (1993): 230–41. 

West, Carroll Van. “The Hi-Line’s African American Legacy.” Revisiting Montana’s Historic Landscape, 

June 27, 2013. https://montanahistoriclandscape.com/2013/06/27/the-hi-lines-african-

american-legacy/.  

White, Richard. “Race Relations in the American West.” American Quarterly 38, no. 3 (1986): 396–416. 

Willis, Deborah, ed. J.P. Ball, Daguerrean and Studio Photographer. New York: Garland Pub., 1993. 

Wilson, Elinor. Jim Beckwourth: Black Mountain Man and War Chief of the Crows. Norman, Okla.: 

University of Oklahoma Press, 1972. 

Yount, Lisa. Frontier of Freedom: African Americans in the West. New York: Facts on File, 1997. 

https://montanahistoriclandscape.com/2013/06/27/the-hi-lines-african-american-legacy/
https://montanahistoriclandscape.com/2013/06/27/the-hi-lines-african-american-legacy/

