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"Atl;'hi_stm to Hanser, January 13, 1869, Ibid. In ensuing years {he cost
of importing currency fell to one-and-a-half or two per cent of the
value of the shipments, ;

™ Atchison to Dance, Stuart & Co., May 21, 1869, Letterbooks, vol. 6, Risee
ords of the First National Bank of Helena, Historical Society of Mon-
tana Library, i

® “Day Boolk” for period April 7, 1866 to May 11, 1867, record hoolk mﬂl’kﬂ
“3. Misc. (Tellers), 1866 Box,"” Records of L. H. Hershfield & Ca,, Banlk-
ers. Included with the records are numerous cancelled checks which
clearly demonstrate the varying means of payment. The records of this.
bank as well as those of the First National Bank of Helena lLave 1ot
been processed as yet so the final location of the above materialg Inay
be changed. i

M 1866 Box," Ibid. See also “Deposits Received” record for period June 28
]35[5. to September 25, 1872, Records of the First National Bank C!é
Helena. :

" Report of the Complroller of the Currency, 1872, pp. 699-700. Little mena
tion is made in the newspapers of the circulation of foreign national hanlg
notes, Reports made hy the First National Bank to the Comptroller of
the Currency through 1871 show the average holdings of National Banle
notes of other banks to be abont $2,200, with a tendency to increase i
the latter part of the period.

“M:Cllll'e Three Thousand Miles Through the Rocky Mountains, n 217,
McClure reported in July, 1867, that the Territory was drained of gne
million dollars in greenbacks to pay freight. ;

i Wf_cg?rhmu Post, March 30, 1867, The Post reported that thereafter Wells
Fargo & Company would ship gold dust eastward at the rate of 534 per
cent and gold bars at 434 per cent of their value.

™ Ibid., June 29, 1867 ; and August 10, 1867,

" Ibid., August 17, 1867 ; and September 7, 1867,

® Helena Weekly Herald, September 30, 1869,

" Helena Daily Herald, May 4, 1870,

“ Daily Rocky Mountain Gagette, May 22, 1870, See also Ibid., June 26,
1870 and Helena Daily Herald, May 26, 1870, for further elaboration,

" Daily Rocky Mountain Gagette, March 30, 1870,

" Worden to Hauser, May 23, 1871, Hauser Papers. Without a large gold
dust trade to draw greenbacks, Missoula was more susceptible to cur=
rency stringency than other towns.

® Helena Weekly Herald, October 3, 1872.

“ Helena Daily Herald, January 27, 1871,

“ Helena Weekly Herald, November 13, 1873

* Ibid., October 2, 1873.

*Ibid., October 2, 1873, See also Report of the Comptroller of the Curs
rency, 1873, p. Ixxi. The results of a special report on the condition of
National Banks called for by the Comptroller on September 12, 1873,
after the Panic began, showed that five National Banks in Montana had
;:lell reserves of 29.8 per cent when a reserve of 15 per cent was requir
y law.

" This is not to deny that from the close of the Civil War to actual resumps
tion le specie payments a hot controversy over the monetary situation
raged in Washington.
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JIM CROW OUT WEST
by J. W. Smurr

Among many interesting examples of the unorigin-
ality and even sterility of the frontier mind may be
mentioned the various attempts to transplant Southern
racial bigotry in the Far West, a region held by the
revailing conceit to be far more liberal than any other.
That embittered Southerners who turned their backs on
defeat after 1865 should write their prejudices into the
public law of the Territories where they settled is
hardly surprising, and perhaps even to be condoned;
put the persistence of such laws into the 1890’s is some-
thing quite different and requires more than the Civil
War to explain it." Montana Territory during this peri-
od iz a case in point, for Montana segregated Negroes in
the public schools.

How is one to account for such a development? The
present writer believes that it sprang from the inability
of pioneers to determine which of the older American
institutions were applicable to the West and which were
not. The theory will come as a surprise to some readers,
probably, since we have all been taught to believe that
adaptability was a virtue characteristic of the frontier
movement from its commencement to its close. Others
will wonder why an apparently simple case of racial
feeling should be explained in so roundabout a way.
Let judgment be withheld until we are further along.
Qur travels will range far beyond the confines of Mon-
tana, even past the American spectrum and into Canada.
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The immediate object of these remarks is a lay
passed by the Territorial assembly of Montana in 1872
a pertinent section of which we offer as ‘Exhibit A’ in
the singular episode about to be unfolded:® '

Sec. 34. The education of children of African
descent shall be provided for in separate schools

Upon the written application of the parents or guard-

ians of at least ten such children to any board of

trustees, a separate school shall be established fop
the education of such children, and the education of

a less number may be provided for by the trustees,

in separate schools, in any other manner, and the

same laws, rules, and regulations which apply to
schools for white children shall apply to schools for
colored children.

Before passing on to the social implications of the
law it is necessary to consider the constitutional quess
tions involved in it, because Montana was a Territory,
not a state, and as such its power to act was far from
clear. Whichever way we turn, the constitutional prob-
lem confronts us as it confronted our forebears.

In general, the governmental situation was this:
Montana had been created in 1864 by an act of Con-
gress which set up the kind of Territorial system com-
mon in those days.® By 1864 the Territories enjoyed
a large measure of autonomy because they had wrested
from the government at Washington a reluctant admis-

sion that they were, for all practical purposes, a good
deal like the states of the Union. Insofar as they claimed
a right to legislate on purely local matters they had a
strong claim, but where the power of the Federal gov-
ernment itself came into play they were unlike states
in one important regard—their legislation was sub-
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ject to annulment by Congress.® The only written guides
of any value were the various Organic acts of Congress
which described the structure and powers of the re-
gpective Territorial legislatures. In Montana the legisla-
five power was to extend to “all rightful subjects of
Jegislation consistent with the constitution [and laws]
of the United States . ..

With respect to the Federal Constitution, these words
jmply that anything in the supreme law binding on the
slates was binding on the Territories as well. A most
important part of the Constitution, in terms of civil
rights, was the Fourteenth Amendment as ratified in
1868. The first section of that Amendment read as fol-
lows: °

All persons born or naturalized in the United

States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State where-
in they reside. No State shall make or enforce any
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities
of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, with-
out due process of law; nor deny to any person with-
in its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

The first thing that comes to mind is that the limi-
tations expressed in the Amendment are limitations on
states and not on Territories, so that it could be argued
-—as was done—that a Territory could legislate strin-
gently against non-whites and get away with it. The
whole question of the place of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment vis-a-vis the Territories is so complex that it must
be saved for a more thorough investigation;® we satisfy
the requirements of the present discussion by observ-
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As of 1864 there were a number of cases which
seemed to establish beyond cavil that school segrega-
tion was valid in the United States. Beginning with
the celebrated case of Roberts v. The City of Boston in
1849, a Massachusetts action in which Charles Sumner
himself appeared for the Negroes;® and ending with the
even more famous one of Plessy v. Ferguson (1896),

ing that few cases touching the point reached the Uniteq
States Supreme Court during the period concerned. The
supreme court of Montana Territory was quite vexed
by the question and never fully settled it, sometimeg
preferring to rely on the Fifth Amendment as a dodge®
Unfortunately for Negroes, the Fifth Amendment made
no mention of “the equal protection of the laws” ag

did the Fourteenth, and this was the phrase usually re- which settled the matter insofar as the United States
lied upon by opponents of segregated schools as a weap- gupreme Court could settle it, the weight of decision had
on of attack. run against the colored people, although significant ex-

aptions must be noted.’®
Other parts of the Fourteenth Amendment seemingly ceptl

protected Negroes in one way or another, but the state So far as Montana itself was concerned, a contempor-
courts gradually robbed them of their force in a series ary decision by the California supreme court was very
of decisions which finally won the acceptance of the weighty and altogether unfavorable to the Negroes. A
United States Supreme Court.® law enacted there in 1870 sought to do what the Mon-
tana statute did in 1872, and the wording was nearly
identical. In Ward ». Flood (1874), the supreme court
held that the equal-protection clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment took state laws as it found them, and pro-
vided only that they should be administered in an

We are still confronted with the practical question
of what the legislative powers of Montana Territory
consisted of. Under the Organic Act the assembly might
legislate on “‘all rightful subjects of legislation”; buf
5 were nigntiul eubjects? By 1367 estahiished Ry equitable manner. No new rights were acquired under
tice was to let the Territorial courts decide. Frequently the Amendment, it said.}* In view of the similarity of
e JJ n:i.1;ed_ E:tatgs S;PT?;TE"_CMH had something tolrey the Montana law this holding was perhaps eontroiling
on the mater, o Teretori poves wre sl S S i e Trsiory, even though Monana s depriving
law, it is said, and the Territorial courts found their fierces of ngs Wey A8 S enjoIen RS
Zhi n wht ,1,‘116' dtaton weta dolng. Tt e Hats il Cahfcrrnla' had discriminated against them in this way
passing laws segregating Negro children from white, Bt ]‘ea:gt sHee 1866_tw0‘ _ye_ars.before kag Amend?:nem
surely Territories might do the same. Whatever state went into effect.’* The distinction made no real differ-
courts approved of should be given the judicial stamp ence because the California court adopted as its own
of approval in the Territories. So ran the argument. the popular argument that the Fourteenth Amendment

left such matters as education to the states.
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It was conceded throughout the West that in addi
tion to the limitations expressed in the Territorial Qpa

I dinary laws of Congress which in any way applied tg
the Territories. In most Organic acts the power tg

provigo that the “laws of the United States” which were
“not locally inapplicable” would be in force.* Although

plicable was usually left to the Territorial courts, the
United States Supreme Court occasionally took over
the task. This was the situation with some Negro rights,

By 1875 the pro-Negro leaders in Congress, despair-
ing of the Fourteenth Amendment because of what the
courts were doing to it, took up the matter themselves
and passed the Civil Rights Act of that year. If con-
stitutional provisions were being ignored, they would
pass a simple law stating their intent in unmistakable
terms. Their object was to raise the Negro to full social
equality within the states. Civil equality he presumably
already enjoyed, and the denial of truly equal educa-
tion was by then considered a purely social question.

the problem of Negro rights in the Territories when
the Civil Rights Act came up on appeal in United States
v. Singleton. Parts of the act were declared void and
not binding on the states. Stumped on the Territorial
auestion, the court postponed a decision and contented
itself with the assertion that Congress had plenary pow-
ers in the Territories; thereby suggesting that the act
could be made applicable there if not in the states.
In other words, it sidestepped the issue. The Montana

ganic acts there were restraints to be found in the gp.

legislate on rightful subjects was restricted by the

the decision as to just which Federal laws were ap-§

In 1883 the United States Supreme Court finally faced =
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oot segregating Negro children from white carried over
into the period of statehood, from 1889 to 1895. Inas-
tuch as the Singleton opinion voided the vital parts of
he Civil Rights Act which were directed toward states,
lthe attainment of statehood made little difference. The
repeal of the Montana law in 1895 disposed of the legal
queatwn without solving it.

. So, the constitutional issues were not settled at all,
land Montana was presumably free to discriminate
against Negro children by law. The reader will observe
4hat the Montana act was by no means exceptional for
those days, that by implication it passed muster in the
courts, and that these facts suggest that Montanans
were very much like their fellow countrymen on the
question of Negro equality.

While we are still on the question of law it is well to
gbserve that the problem of the applicability of Federal
laws involved more than mere legal procedure. From
the date of our first Territory in 1787 Congress was
gret,te\rl with continuous and clamorcus demands that
the settlers be permitted to legislate broadly on all
matters of immediate concern to them, on the plausible
ground that they knew far more of their own circum-
stances than Congress ever could. The contest for more
power was sometimes a discouraging one, but bit by
bit the Territories added to their constitutional stock
in trade. By allowing Territorial courts to determine
which Federal laws were locally applicable, the national
government went a long way toward accepting the
Western point of view. With that in mind, one next wants
to know what use the pioneer made of his power to accept
or reject certain laws.
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According to current folklore the American frontigps.
man had a genius for adapting himself to local condj.
tions, accepting or rejecting the practices of the Eagt
according to sensible pragmatic norms which governed
him in all matters. By examining Federal laws which
he repudiated (or state laws which he took to his
bosom), we have a yardstick for measuring his think.
; ing on issues of broad public concern. For example, the
fact that Montana Territory passed over the Radical Ra-.
publican theory of Negro rights and adopted instead the
attitude popular in the New South tells us, as plainly
as anything can, which of these he considered applicable
1o local conditions.

Having determined his attitude toward Eastern laws
in any paritcular case, we can then get down to brass
tacks and see whether such laws were applicable a;;;
cording to our standards, regardless of what he said
about them; for there is no reason that this writer can
see why the frontiersman should not answer at the ba
of history just like anyone else. In most cases we may
accept his decisions as final, realizing that he was on
the ground and understood the times better than wey
Where a moral issue was involved, as in the case of
minority rights, we should weigh his acts with meo e
care. A failure in this field should be regarded for
what it was, with no special dispensation given because
the offending party was a pioneer of the American
West. To do otherwise is to accept a bygone age at ifs
own evaluation, certainly a peculiar thing for an his<
torian to do.'® But regardless of the moral question, oné
should always make some attempt to see whether it
was really true that westerners intuitively grasped j
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which ideas and institutions were locally applicable and
which were not. The only way to come to grips with
{he problem is to exame individual instances, and it is
one of these instances that we now propose to scrutin-

ize.

While the guns were booming at Antietam and the
fate of the Federal Union was being balanced on bay-
enets, adventurers from many places were pouring into
what has since become the southwestern portion of Mon-
tana; gold hungry, mostly, and out for quick returns,
put soon to discover that fortunes were not to be made
in a day and that permanent civil institutions were
necessary for the fructification of their shabby Babylon.
Although Congress responded with the new organism of
Jdaho Territory, inevitably there were demands to di-
vide it and early in 1864 delegates from the area were
to be found in the galleries of the Senate and House in
the national capital, closely following the debates over
the proposed Territory of Montana. These debates make
interesting reading today. Accustomed as we are to

| suppose that the party of Abraham Lincoln had a fair

yegard for the colored man and wished him well, we
find in the old speeches certain evidence that such was
not the case with many important figures of the day.
While the Territory was duly created and approved by
{he President in May of that year, it was only after an
ill-tempered debate between the two houses over the
question of Negro voting in Montana. The pro-Negro
people (and there were many of them) insisted that the
Organic Act specify in plain English that Negroes could
yote from the first election. The other side could hardly
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go to the country with a bill forbidding Negro Votes
altogether, but they could argue that the question wag
academic because there were no Negroes in Montarm_
to worry about. Why not leave it to the Territoria] ag.

sembly to decide the matter?

And how did they know that colored people had nof
located in Montana? At a critical point in the debateg
=enator Wilkinson of Minnesota mentioned a friend of
his who had moved from St. Paul to Montana, this in.

dividual having told him that there were indeed Negroes
in Montana, and that “one of the most respectable men
in the Territory was a negro worth over fifty thousand
dollars.” His informant was “Mr. Langford, a very re-
spectable gentleman now living in Montana.”* Na-

thaniel Pitt Langford was certainly qualified to speak

on the subject, as the future author of Vigilante Days
and Ways had seen the gold rushes, but if he ever
said any such thing he quickly saw that it was unwise
to repeat it under present circumstances. From his
vantage point in the gallery he could sense the need for
quick action.

Introducing himself to Senator Doolittle of Wiscon-
sin, he got the latter to present one of those clarifying
amendments so indispensable to the exercise of high
statesmanship, and the story now was that “at one time”
there had been a Negro in Montana, and “he was the
fortunate discoverer of a mine estimated by some to be
worth $50,000”; but he had since passed into the Great
Beyond, and there was not “one single person of African
descent in the proposed Territory of Montana.”!" The
Senate permitted itself to be convinced, Ben Wade sum-
marizing with the flat statement that “There are no

- yet to come.
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L hegroes in the Territory.”'* If Wade believed it, others

eould be pardoned for believing the same.

" Langford certainly knew better. The river town of
‘Wort Benton, high on the Missouri river, was practically
an appendage of the state of Missouri and had long been
the headquarters of Missourians associated with the
fm- trade of that area. Negroes had been there before
the gold rushes began and one was still listed on the
census list of 1870." If Langford was ignorant of that

‘fact it is inconceivable that he did not know there were

Negroes in Bannack and Virginia City.*°

He nevertheless won his point and with it the Ter-
ritory. Under prevailing constitutional law Congress
had ample power to regulate the franchise in Montana,
and could even have forbidden the local legislature to
éstablish a gystem of separate schools. We must not be
too hard on Langford, however, or assign the failure to
forbid segregation solely to his private collection of
census statistics: Congress was even then fashioning a
separate school system for Negroes in the national capi-
tal.*! In addition to that, and surprising though it may
be, the solons were bemused by the famous Dred Scott
case of 1857, the Supreme Court’s ingenious attempt to
prove that Negroes were not citizens of the United
States. It had yet to be overruled. Until it was, a Negro
remained something less than a citizen, one who might
be entitled to equality with the whites, and then again,
might not.?* The Radical Republicans (as the pro-Negro
wing of the party came to be called) were to close their
accounts with the Supreme Court another day. The
Fourteenth Amendment and the Civil Rights Act were
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What the debates of 1864 meant to Negro schoolchils
dren is best expressed by a portion of a law passed at

I the first session of the Montana legislature. It is pra
sented without comment: 2

Every white male inhabitant over the age of
twenty-one years, who shall have paid or be liabla
to pay any district tax, shall be a legal voter at any
school meeting, and no other person shall be El]lDWed
to vote.

Langford was no better prophet than he was statis-
tician. By 1870 there were 183 Negroes living in Mon-
tana Territory, and through the years they continued
to come in. In 1880 there were 346 of them and by
1890 the number had risen to 1,490.** The “Negro prob-
lem” had arrived, like it or not. |
Nearly two-thirds of the first installment came from
the Southern states, and of these four-fifths came from
only four states: Missouri, Kentucky, West Virginia, and
Virginia. The others originated in many places in the
North, a third of this number coming from Pennsyl-
vania and New York.*?® In other words, the early com-
ers were largely from places where slavery had been
slipping for years, and they may be presumed to have’
set out with at least a vague notion of improving their
position in life.
| With the second wave there was a considerable
change. Now it was the non-Southern gtates which car-
ried the day, and nearly three-fourths of the new ar-
rivals were from western states and Territories.?® By
1890 a renewed spurt from the South had raised the
Southern proportion to forty-eight per cent. The non-
Southern inerement, of which about half were from the
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0ld Northwest, had tumbled to twenty per cent, but if
W that number is added the thirty-two per cent born
in Montana it is obvious that we have a new situation
entirely.”” It is no longer the hapless field-hand from
the gouth who dominates the scene, but a colored man
;gng accustomed to seeing democracy in action.

From the first it was clear that they would need all
their courage in order to achieve a respectable standing
in Montana society. We find one editor in the year 1866
relating the story of a colored man in California who
gought to marry the daughter of his former white
mistress, and frankly wondering “if they have no rope
in San Francisco strong enough to support the weight
of a negro,” a “lecherous old African.”* Not long after-
Wards he commented on a proposed bill forbidding
whites to cohabit with Indians, Chinese, or “persons of
African descent.” He noted with approval that the bill
had been amended to exempt Indians (a typical Mon-
tana twist), but wondered if the words “Chinese persons
of African descent” should not be added. You could
not be too careful. Marriage or cohabitation of whites
with “blacks” or Chinese was “an evil and disgusting
violation of natural law.”?®

Southern editors, as this one was, had long talked
like that. Perhaps a better example of what the colored
man was up against can be found in the Helena elec-
tion riot of 1867. The Territory's leading city and future
capital had decided to experiment with Negro voting in
city elections, somewhat encouraged to do so by the Re-
publican administration in Washington, and it is pretty
clear from what evidence we have that the Republican
element, struggling hard to overcome a stronger party,
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and while the theory is not without appeal the Plain
fact is, it is false. At least, it is false if we confing
our attention to numbers only, for there is no denyj
that certain Southern states exercised great authority
in Montana through their westernized sons and daugh.f
ters, and of these Missouri is easily the first. It is al-
most impossible to pick up an historical work on tha
Trans-Mississippi West and not find strong evideneas
that the Missouri influence in the area being described
was widespread and deep. While some attempt has been
made to evaluate the factor for Montana, so much re-
mains to be done that only the sketchiest presentatidn,
can be made.*®

Early opinion was unanimous in attributing the

left stranded when he beat a retreat through Missourj

Missouri in early days as to be the subject of jest.t

the most vociferous leaders of the Democratic party.
Their leader was a recusant Union-Democrat named

the struggles of his group with the ultra-patriotic or
Republican group deeply impressed contemporaries and
influenced all later commentators. A more prevasive as-
pect of Missouri influence, perhaps, is to be found in
Missouri legislation adopted by the Montana legisla-

.“

in the 1880’s and 1890’s.** Two years before the segre-
'satmn statute was passed, Missourians formed the sec-
oond-largest single element in the native population of

heavy immigration of Missourians to the defeat of Gen-
eral Sterling Price in 1864. Many of his supporters were

Lo the south that year, and it was known that the Union
army was anxious to get them moving toward the
West.'® So many Missourians of this class came up the

While most of them could not have arrived in the Ter-

ritory in time to figure in the earliest anti-Negro legis-
lation, they quickly formed a strong faction and became

Thomas Francis Meagher, then the acting-governor, and
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et After politics had settled down and the Civil
\war was less of a factor we find Missourians flocking

nto the state with the same zeal as before, and even
1anmng to plant colonies.** For unemployed Joplin
iners, the rising city of Butte was full of opportunities

all the counties in the Terntory In 1880 they were in

first place in six of eleven.*®

It is therefore clear that Missouri was well repre-

gented in Montana, but what of the Southern popula-
tion generally? In the year 1864, fifty per cent of the

{otal population of Montana had been born in non-

gouthern states, Twenty-eight per cent had been born
in foreign lands, and only twenty-two in the South.*®
In 1870 the South contributed only fifteen per cent to

the total, the foreign-born showing a rise to forty-three

per cent.'” Here is the generation that passed the segre-

gation law of 1872.
By 1880 the South was barely holding on with its

fourteen per cent. Other categories had likewise drop-

ped, and a new factor emerged with the nineteen per
cent born in the Territory during preceding years.*s
As a social factor the Montana element would absorb
the local standards and perhaps ought to be ruled out
of consideration. If these figures do not carry convic-
tion it is to be observed that in every census but one,
New York had greater numbers in Montana than did
Missouri, and other populous Northern states com-
pletely outnumbered their closest competitors from the
South.*® In other words, the legislature of 1871-72 was
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whe bill was signed by a non-Southern governor. It
"« carefully thought out and carefully considered be-
e the system in force had grown up helter-skelter

bnd badly needed an overhaul.”®

elected by a predominately non-Southern electorate, ang
if the South is to be charged with the offense of fof
ing segregated schools on Montana Territory some othen
evidence for it must be found. i

Montana was, in truth, a Border State. Just ag in
Oregon, Southerns arrived in sufficient numberg tq
enliven politics and reinforce anti-Negro ideas, but
in such strength as to reproduce a bit of the Old South
in the New West."” As is well known, Border State
thinking on the Negro problem has always been peculf-
ar, neither Northern nor Southern, but tending toward
the latter. A student of school segregation writing jp
1943 noted that seventeen Southern states had separate
school systems that year, while in the Border Sta
and others of like composition the policy was “varied
and uncertain,”™ A policy of variation and uncertainty
is a poor showing almost a century after these sa ".
states were described as by no means favorable to slay=
ery. It appears, therefore, that in a Border State one'
may expect a Negro to enjoy some civil rights but often
to suffer the deprivation of equal school facilities. It
would also seem logical to expect segregation to loge
ground as the Negro-Southern element dwindled; in The bill was introduced in the House by Daniel
other words, as a state became more nearly "Northemf* Searles of New York one week after the assembly con-
That, at any rate, was the course of events in Montana. vened. As a result of teaching experience in Wisconsin
Are we therefore justified in concluding that anti-Neg and Montana he had been made chairman of the House
prejudice among Northerners living in Montana Terri- committee on education.”® It is noteworthy that the
tory was weak? It hardly seems so. leading Republican newspaper, the Herald of Helena,

The legislature that passed the segregation law cons supported his bill from the first, even though it finally
vened in December of 1871. It was a non-Southern body grew cool toward him personally because he was ob-
in composition and the committees on education for viously a devoted Democrat.”® From later events it ap-
the Council and House were likewise non-Southern.® pears that the editor did not scrutinze the bill very

The model followed by the Legislature was the Cali-
Mornia law already referred to. In that state Negroes
end Indians were alike segregated, and where f,here
-‘ere less than ten of them in any distriet their educa-
'on could be provided for “in separate schools, or in
lany other manner.”® If the law were liberally con-
t.rued it might permit any number less than ten to
sttend white schools without restraint, or perhaps to
-ttend and be educated in special rooms in the same
echools. The Montana law permitted Indians to attend
‘echool with the whites, but by striking out the word
hor“ the segregation of Negroes was made mandatory,
regardless of how many there were. It was this clause
which caused all the trouble. Although the evidence
‘available for studying the bill in passage is not alto-
‘ gether satisfactory, these changes tell us pretty much
what we want to know.
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closely. Be that as it may, the section of the Ca]ifomi;i.
law relating to segregation, with the amendments hotedﬂ
above, formed part of Searles’ original bill.*

regation affair was the noted frontiersman and in.
dividualist, Granville Stuart. Described by an anop.
ymous contributor to the Herald as a man now safely
past a siege of the “lost cause” virus, the former West

“present burlesque” of a school law.”® His committes
thoroughly amended the House bill but did not alter the
section on segregation, except to re-punctuate it. Stuart
had married an Indian woman by whom he became the
parent of several half-blood children.’® If Searles had
introduced the California bill with its original segrega-
tion section intact, would Stuart have deprived his own
children of a public education by excluding Indian chil-
dren from the schools? Hardly likely, and even less
likely that his fellows would fail to support him.5®

The two newspapers already cited are the only avail-
able sources of opinion on the education bill. Neither

tion 34. Both thought the bill a good one and believed
it would help attract immigrants to Montana Territory,
at that time a matter of deep interest.®* The law was
signed by Governor Potts on January 12, 1872. It lasted
in various forms until 1895, through fifteen sessions of
the legislature and five educational revisions or codifica-
tions of the law, surely a suggestive set of circum-
stances in an area where Northern influence pre-
vailed.*

In the Council the most important figure in the seg-

Virginian was said to be the ideal person to change the -

one specifically mentioned the segregation clause, sec-
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With due regard for the small number of colored

children in the Territory, it is obvious that when only
ceventeen of them were attending school during 1873
the segregation law was doing its deadly work. Only
three counties out of the six which probably had Negro
children in residence reported any colored boys and
girls enrolled.”® Possibly more would have attended had
there been no stigma attached to the act.

This, then, was the situation when Miss America

Turner (colored) received the following notice early in
August of that year:®*

You are hereby notified that under the Montana
School Law your child is not entitled to a place in
the public school. And you are hereby notified to
cease sending him to school, as he will not be ad-
mitted.

Thomag B. Irvine

Thomas Aspling

Granville Stuart

Directors School Distriet No. 1

Such an action, said the Helena Herald, “summons
our attention to the Montana School law.”® It was
about time.

Now, the curious thing about the Deer Lodge school
where the issue came to a head was that it was used
for children of Indian-White descent, and the young
colored boy whose attempt to enter set off the fireworks
was himself of “copper color.”" In fact, he was so in-
distinguishable from his classmates that his teacher
resolutely refused to eject him, and had to be coerced.”
No doubt she felt little danger of barbarian inundation
in a county where the census for 1870 showed only fif-
teen colored residents.®®
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Faced with so brazen an attack on alleged Repujs
lican principles, the editor of the Herald denounced tha
Deer Lodge miscreants responsible for it. He wag
somewhat uncertain, however, as to just who ,,

cbey the law." Stuart's obligation in this regard
indeed strong, as he had voted for the law in the §

a crying shame: ™

will now go on her way to glory.

public instruction to pin the tail on the donkey, Lest
anyone think from Herald editorials that a group of
private malcontents had produced the sorry situation
in education, Cornelius Hedges took up his pen to put
the editor straight:™

The prejudice that invoked the action of the
Deer Lodge Trustees and has glutted itself in the
petty triumph of excluding from school privileges
an inoffensive little boy because he is guilty of the
awful crime of carrying in his veins a tincture of
African blood, is not one iota more unreasonable,
more unjustifiable or more hateful than the spirit
that dictated the 34th section of our school law. To

make laws for a free state and people from their

were. Obviously the famous Granville Stuart could
have been the villain; that poor fellow simply had tg

,‘, the legislature for 1874 he struck at the law again,
ut by that time he knew he was up against something
worse than the bigotry of a scattered few. He told the
'gislature frankly that he feared for the very future
of public education in Montana if a controversy grew
p around the Negro question. It would not be long,
'he hoped, “before all classes of our people will concede
fhe injustice and impropriety of excluding from the
?ﬂb]ic schools any one who is to become an American
citizen, enjoy its honors and privileges, discharge its
L]ﬂgh trusts and duties, and affect in some degree the
nation’s character.””* It was apparently his last public
pronouncement on the issue. He left office in 1878 and
the “moderates” took over.”® Segregation could proceed
‘with all deliberate speed.

place,” but it seems unlikely that he suffered from hig
action very much, because his own (half-Indian) ¢ "
dren were safe. In any case, thought the Herald, it wag

There is triumph for the Caucasian, and blue:
blood has got full satisfaction. The little colored boy
is ousted from the public school, and Deer Ludg

It remained for the Territorial superintendent of

my mind the deliberate action of men selected to

supposed superiority and fitness for such high duties;
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seems infinitely worse. And I would simply ask that
all the indignation so justly aroused be directed

\ against those who are most responsible.

Hedges' opinion was very telling because he was

Siven his post by the legislature itself after a deal made
ith the solons by Governor Potts in the previous ses-

n.’® Plainly he did not lack for nerve. In his report

While Governor Potts endorsed the superintendent’s

views in his own message, the reaction of the press sug-
gested that the law was there to stay, at least for a
time.”® If the editors did not choose to make an issue
of school segregation they could not deny that the gov-
ernor had described it fully, for he himself regarded it
#s an exclusion law."™
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Reports from the superintendent from 1875 to 1879
show that at no time were there as many as fifty coloped
children in the Territorial schools, and usually considess
ably fewer than that.”® Evidence for what was happens
ing outside Helena is missing, but in that city a regp
ganization of the schools resulted in the segregation of
Negro children in a separate school. At the behest of
the whites—how many it is impossible to say—a trial
school was operated for three months during 1875, Ae
cording to the Herald the result was very expensive fg
taxpayers, an average cost of $50 per colored student
to $10 for the whites.”” It was continued, all the sg ._-;i_
Although the Herald labored mightily to show ..
there was no widespread demand for segregation in
Helena there is oblique but convincing evidence .,:'
it existed in the Territory in general. In the legislative
session of 1876 a petition protesting section 34 was p
sented to the assembly by a member from the county i ;
which Helena was located, signed by 106 citizens. Theg
complained that the law requiring ten students to the
district effectively barred them from an education,
something they were anxious to get because of the
‘ prejudice against their race.® As there were nineteen
colored children above the age of four years residing in

Helena that year,” the petition seemed to say that outs
side of that place it was almost impossible to get an
education if one were a Negro. The committee reported
that the argument was sound, but that so much prejus
dice existed against mixed schools that the only solus
tion was to amend section 34 to permit local school &
thorities to decide the matter for themselves, instead
of enforcing segregation throughout the Territory &8

“.,.-_.

tive
jgnoring it, and escaped the expense of a dual system by

doing s0, “no body would be hurt and no body would
be punished.”®! Apparently the sentiment to ignore the
law in Helena was far from unanimous. The only argu-
ment used by the Herald which had any appeal was
the financial one, and even that failed to work. When
i;he schools were faced with a shortened term in 1877
pecause the school fund had run dry, and it was again
cuggested that segregation lay at the bottom of it, the
people of Helena voted a
tinue segregation.® They were even willing to maintain
a separate school for only nine pupils, the number en-
volled in the South Side School during the 1879-80

term.
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.s then done.®® A committee bill containing such a
rov:smn passed the House but died in the Council.®

The affair aroused little attention outside the assembly.

During the following year the Herald denounced the

old law and suggested that if the people of the respec-

school districts unanimously nullified the law by

new levy but did not discon-

Sometime during the month of September, 1881, a
colored servant of the United States Marshal entered

an eating place in the rising city of Butte, and from

that presumably chance circumstance emerged a legal

contest that came close to making constitutional history

in Montana and perhaps in the nation. Although the im-
mediate issue was not one of school segregation, the ar-
guments employed in court by William Woodcock were
such that they might equally well have been used in
a powerful collateral attack on segregation in the schools
or segregation in general. It appears that Marshal Bot-
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The segregation squabble in Meagher county, be-
sinning about the same time as the troubleg in Butte
nd Fort Benton, ran a more normal course. Here as
icewhere, the number of Negroes was so small as to
be ludicrous as the subject of any real dispute. Only
‘éighteen colored people were living in the county in
1880,"* and only four colored children were registered
in the county schools.” These children were not to be
found in the schools of White Sulphur Springs, how-
lever, for nearly one-third of the good Aryans of that
ity threatened to withdraw their children when a
colored boy asked to enter the public school in De-
cember of 1881. The school board prevailed on him to
withdraw “until other arrangements could be made,”
and the other three “Africans” in town were held at
arm’s length on the same terms.”® The local newspaper
was in touch with developments elsewhere, and pre-
sented the winning argument that if Negroes were ad-
mitted the public school system would be rent asun-
‘.der.‘” For all we know it may have been true. Whether
the colored children were fully integrated before 1895
‘cannot be ascertained, as the practice of listing “children
of African descent” in the school returns ended in 1882,
but the White Sulphur Springs experience was cited by
a contemporary Helena newspaper as proof of the exist-
ence of segregation in other places, so the presumption
is that the board refused to budge for a time.”®

The public school system of Helena was regarded
during Territorial days as the showpiece of Montana
education, and the segregation principle had been part
of it for seven years when the last and greatest battle
over Negro schooling was fought. The contest began

out of school by an irate parent being seen deep in
play on the river with a colored lad of decidedly dark
hue. There was the excellent academic record made by
the two original Negro matriculants. Finally, the well
reasoned constitutional arguments employed by the
River Press, which quickly perceived that the Foup
teenth Amendment, not the Fifteenth, was at issue,
were matched by scattered comments from private citi..l
zens who also denounced race prejudice.

The other side of the ledger must also be looked a,
For one thing, it is not certain that Negroes remained in
school—the evidence plays out at the critical point. Fop
another, the greater part of the pro-Negro evidenca
comes from a newspaper which was engaged in an up-
hill fight against a rival and well-entrenched sheet in
an age when journalistic hyperbole was commonplace
and profitable. The River Press itself was influenced by
the fact that the two colored students were sevens
eighths white. Even so, racial prejudice undeniably
received at least a temporary check in Fort Benton, and
the newspaper that led the fight must be given credit
for it. It is hard to question the sincerity of an editor
who can print an editorial like the following, when he
learned that two subscribers had just discontinued the
paper because of his defense of Negroes: |

That's the policy, gentlemen. It shows what broad
and liberal minded citizens you are. If there are
any more of the same kind we hope they will walk
up to the captain's desk and do likewise. We are
pronouncedly in favor of free speech, a free press,
free schools (for the benefit of every American citi-
zen), and have no apologies to make.
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with a move by the local board to discontinue the yge
of one school building as a purely Negro school, and {g

transfer white children into it from overcrowded builg-

ings elsewhere. During the previous year sixteen
colored children had been registered in the county
schools, how many in Helena itself we do not know.®
By January of 1882 a Helena group of five had been
reduced to two because of illness and “withdrawal?
Under the proposed arrangement the white teacher of
the former Negro school would spend most of her time
with twenty offspring of the master race, “and there
|would | still remain time enough to instruct the twg
or three colored children” who might continue to at-
tend.lﬂﬂ

It is tempting to think that the plan was part of g
larger scheme to undermine the segregated system, in-
asmuch as Cornelius Hedges was at that time chairman

of the local board and probably still had the ear of the

Herald."" To incorporate Negroes into white schools
to any degree was to make inroads on the entire system
of segregation. Perhaps that is why we find the Herald
making the surprising statement that “Elsewhere in this
Territory no objection that we have ever heard of hag
interposed to prevent the attendance of children of col-
ored parentage at the public schools,” a falsehood on
such a scale that one can only bow in humility before
it.'* One day later the Fort Benton papers were cir-
culating in town with news of the conflict there and it
was obvious that the fortress of prejudice would have to
be taken by assault. The Herald praised the River Press
editor to the skies for his courage and singled out
Helena as a place requiring educational reform.'** There
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is also evidence that the local colored people were once
_ﬁgain standing on their rights and demanding integra-
tion in the schools.’®® They, too, could read the press

‘exchanges.

In March, Hedges printed in all the local papers a

potice to the effect that the schools of the city would
have to close down one month early unless a new source

of income were voted by the citizens.'"® The Herald
then adopted the old strategy of arguing that the cause
of the monetary shortage was the cost of the separate
Negro school, and that integration would solve it.»%®
The local board favored an election which would allow

" the voters to approve an increased local tax. Unwilling

{0 see the segregation issue confused with the tax prob-
Jem, the Democratic Independent set out to defend seg-
regation and to prove that there was no necessary con-
nection between the two, especially under the new ar-
rangement whereby the same teacher would instruct
both whites and Negroes in the same school.’®” The
board's proposal finally went to the voters in the form
of a double proposition: for or against the tax, for or
against segregation.'®®

While the results are interesting they are not nearly
so interesting as the comments of the Independent,
that emporium of anti-Negro thought. Although it
started out by saying that prejudice was prejudice and
would have to be accepted, presumably with reluctance,
it quickly came round to its real sentiments. A few
samples may help to indicate what the anti-segregation
people were up against. In one editorial it described
racial intermarriage in Latin America and drew the fol-

lowing conclusion:*%?




Historical Essays on Montana

amalgamation is inferior to both the black and white
races . . . It is a wise law of nature that monsters
never hreed.

The gesture against racial prejudice in the first part
of the editorial, feeble though it was, was too much for
C. C. Cullen, M.D,, a resident of a nearby town, who
rang all the changes on amalgamation and added the au-
thority of science:!!?

Therefore, |taking into account the horrible ex-
periences of other lands|, any law, constitutional orp
legislative, that will authorize, or permit to be in-
troduced an alien race into the domestic or social
structure of any people is, not only unnatural, but,
most productive of evil, and it may be called a weak
attempt to remove the law of race antipathy, which
is matural, by substituting in its place an abortive
law of race amalgamation, which is unnatural, be-
cause it has a tendency to weaken the ties of con-
sanguinity, whereby the purity of a race is pre-
served and its original strength and vigor main-
tained—as shown in the cases of Mexico and Peru.

“The great underlying question,” concluded the Im-
dependent, “is, whether we are in favor of amalgama-
tion with the colored race? If not, then we must pre-
serve race distinctions. But where shall we begin? 1f

Were all race distinctions abolished, amalgama-
tion would inevitably result in the end. It would
begin first among the poorer whites [obviously de-
praved |, who would intermarry with the wealthiep
Negroes, and would afterwards extend among all
classes. We believe that the Caucasian race is super-
ior to the African, and that such amalgamation would
have a tendency to degrade our nation to a leve]
with the Mexican and South American races. In
fact, the Mongrel-Mulatto breed, which results from
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the black race is admitted to the same public school,
why not admit them to our parlors and tables? After
this, what next?”'!

The election was favorable to the Negroes and segre-

gation was ended in Helena. The vote was 195 against

the system to 115 for it. It was a smaller turnout than

regular municipal elections usually evoked, but larger
than any school vote previously held in the distric

-Lil2

The Independent explained the outcome by saying that
Negroes turned out in force, and that the tax issue
caused many to vote against the separate school sys-
{em when they probably wanted to keep it."** It is diffi-
cult to get at the real meaning of the election. There
is evidence of disregard for Negroes in Helena many
years later, if the incident related by Handy means any-
thing.''* In 1894, when William A, Clark and Marcus
Daly were spending large sums in order to get the state
capital placed in the respective cities of their choice, the
Daly newspapers flayed Helena as a sink of racial preju-
dice, obviously in order to convince Helena Negroes that
they should vote against their own town; and these

| charges were met as best they could be by a new news-

paper which seems to have been created for that pur-
pose. The Helena Colored Citizen lasted only two months
—just long enough to lay out “proof”’ that Helena
Negroes were well treated and really ought to vote for
the city as capital. The situation as described by the
editors was so favorable to Helena that it is hard to ac-
cept it.''® It did tend to show that Helena Negroes oc-
cupied a higher place in society than they had in early
times.,
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To the most dedicated bigot it must have been gh.
vious that after the events of 1882 the old school law
would have to be amended. It was simply too ex.
pensive, aside from the inhumanity of it. In his repopt
for that year Superintendent Howey said it did nothing
but keep prejudice alive, and ought to be repealed be-
cause it had become “a dead letter through the decision’
of the people when they [had] occasion to pass upen
the question . . """ The so-called repeal law of 1883
seems to have been passed principally because of th@
financial situation, regardless of what the electors Wem
doing or had done, for the peculiar turn-about by cep

N tain Southerners who voted for a change is hard tg
explain otherwise.'” Certainly the constitutional situa-
tion had not altered. The new law was passed in March,
well before decisions were announced in the Singleton
and Woodcock cases.

In the course of debating a general education bill

an amendment was offered which read: “Providing,

That no child shall be refused admission to any publie

school on account of race or color.”''* To the Herald’s

frank surprise the bill passed with the proviso intacty

this showing, it said, “a breath of intelligence and an

elevation above party and creed that was delightful fo!

notice.”''" As two of the proviso’s warmest supporters

hailed from Maryland and Missouri there was reason

for surprise, and not less welcome was support from

Searles’ paper, the Miner of Butte.'"*® It followed, the

Herald concluded, that the old law was “virtually re

pealed,” and the people were forever free of a “relie

| a past age*! As can be seen, the Herald refrained
from looking a gift-horse in the mouth, and so should
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we, except that in the Rewvised Statutes of 1887 that
spurdensome and invidious distinetion,” that old war
horse, section 34, appears in all its glory, absolutely un-
changed.'* It is nevertheless fairly clear that the old
system evaporated rapidly after 1883 and was repealed

in fact if not in law.

With the successful issue of the anti-segregation
fight in 1883 our small but significant episode in the
history of mean-mindedness comes to an end. If seg-
regation was responsible for keeping Negroes in ignor-
ance the following figures will be found interesting.
In the year 1900, or about the time the old system could
be expected to show results, the rate of illiteracy for
adult Montana Negroes was nineteen times greater than
fdr whites. It even exceeded the rate for foreign born
whites, a most telling fact, since many of these had
come from European nations where free schooling of
any kind was sometimes not to be had.'*® According to
a later count the highest rate for the Territory was
in the county dominated by Helena—the former strong-
hold of the segregated system.’™ The legislature of
1895 that definitively repealed the old law was so busy
with electing a United States Senator, recodifying the
statutes, and arguing over which textbook lobby should
receive its blessing, that it had no time to reflect on
such matters. The press was also indifferent.!

There was a time when colored people might very
well have expected to seevthe end of this sort of thing.
For one brief moment in his long and tragic history, the
Negro had been a hero to whites. The Civil War, he
was told, had been fought in his behalf; that is how
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ferior being. There ig little value in studying political

movements of the time with the idea of showing how.
Negroes were regarded after the war. Politicians said'

a good many things about Negro rights which they

plainly did not believe. When we get down to the
treatment of Negroes in non-political matters we find

the true measure of white dislike for them. Many years
ago John Herbert Nelson showed that in the literature
after 1870 Negroes rarely appeared as heroes.’* After
examining material for the theater, that mirror of so-
ciety, Richard Moody concluded that a Negro with
any other status but that of a menial was “apparently
inconceivable on the stage . . ."'*" How much educa-
tion does a menial need?

In treating Negroes and their children as untouch-

ables Montana was only following a longstanding preju-
dice of the nation. Today we find the Plessy case and
others like it interesting and well worth reading: in
1896 the leading newspapers of the nation ignored it.'*
For them the Negro issue was settled; the colored man
was sinking in the South and elsewhere to his natural
level, and wise men would not interfere. As early as
1890 the Southern novelist, George W. Cable, could say
that nowhere in the United States could the black man
get himself accepted without a discount for his alleged
racial disabilities.**® By 1907"the admired FPresident Eli-
ot of Harvard was seriously thinking of segregating
Negroes in his institution, for no better reasons than
those given years before in the wild-and-wooly Terri-

much they thought of him. It was indeed a noble eone
cept, and it has often obscured the hard fact that after
a few years he relapsed into his normal status as an jn.
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tory of Montana.'®® “The white man in the South has
disfranchised the negro in self protection,” said William
Jennings Bryan in 1908, “and there is not a Republican
in the north who would not have done the same thing
under the circumstances.”'*' All this in fifty years.

As for the West during that unhappy period for
Negroes, it is interesting to see that schemes for dump-
ing Southern Negroes in some sparsely populated part
of the frontier area were given attention by Congress.
The best known plan, that of Senator Windom, a Repub-
lican of Minnesota, looked to an all-Negro Territory,
possibly one with its own colored Territorial officers.
Logan points out that this champion of Negro rights
avoided mention of Idaho, Montana, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming, and other such areas,
because they were too close to Minnesota; and that he
seemed to prefer places like Arizona, New Mexico, or
Indian Territory (early Oklahoma).'™ Quite interest-
ing. One perceives that none of these others was yet
gaturated with the culture of the great and wonderful
Anglo-Saxon race. The first two were Spanish and
Mexican, to a considerable degree; and the last one,
Indian. Ironically, the red men of Indian Territory did
receive some Negroes and treated them well, although
one regrets to have to record that there was a good
deal of intermarriage and the racial purity of the future
citizens of Oklahoma was largely destroyed.'®® It seems
that Federal aid for Negroes was no more popular in
Montana than elsewhere in the West.™®*

Evidence of this kind makes little impression on an
American public that has for years been fed on the idea
that the frontier movement produced a love of equality
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and fair play. Serious scholars know that to be false, i
the Negro is considered a fit subject for inclusion inge
so sweeping a claim. The American frontier movement
was a White Man's movement from first to last, The
same writer who did the most to establish the populap
attitude toward the pioneer was forced to remark thag
the Far West had certainly failed to attract colored p
ple.” In one of his most admired pronouncements
however, he offered the following as his conside -,{
view of the general situation: %8 |

This, at least, is clear: American democracy :
fundamentally the outcome of the experiences of
American people in dealing with the West.

It is impossible to manipulate his formula in such &
way as to exonerate the frontier movement from eithe :
aiding or failing to check the spread of racism in
United States, but it is surprising how hard some writs
ers try. The motivation is doubtless unconscious, a prods
uct of education. In the introduction to a book
frontier violence one historian says that because of
space limitations he must confine himself to “th
forms of conflict that grew out of frontier conditions®
so we hear hardly a word about offenses against inng=
cent Negroes, for these are among the “other discrimis
nations” which “have no place in his book.” As it i8
common knowledge that the advancing cotton fron
brought slavery to the Southwest it should require ne
great skill to see that the low position of Negroes in
Texas after the Civil War was somehow a product of
that same frontier.'®” A recent writer on Montana
tory finds it surprising that Fort Benton had a seg
gation controversy. “Many towns in the Far West suls
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gered from anti-Chinese sentiment,” he tells us, “but
Benton was one of the few which bore the burden of
anti-Negro racism.”'?® Examples could be multiplied.
Let the reader search his own memory: in the books
he has read on the American frontier movement, how

‘many references has he found to the mistreatment of

minority groups? Having now thought about the matter,
how many examples of mistreatment does he think he
could find?

Oftentimes the only way to test the wvalidity of a
generalization on the frontier movement within the
United States is to measure it against a similar develop-
ment in some other nation. In the present instance Can-
ada at once comes to mind. Was there anti-Negro feel-
ing in Canada, and did the frontier have something to
do with it? Professor Fred Landon, the authority on
that branch of the subject, thinks that there was little
discrimination against Negroes who fled to Canada from
the States in the period before the Civil War. While
he found some demands for segregation in the schools,
and a few systems actually operating in Upper (west-
ern) Canada, he believes that British law and senti-
ment impeded the development because it was hostile
to such things.*®?

That is all very flattering to our Canadian cousins,
and it should not be denied that there is much in their
history which we could wish had been part of our own;
but, as in the case of Indian-White relations, there were
differences between the two nations which rob the con-
clusion of some of its implications. Upper Canada was
the first British colony to abolish slavery, and since that
event took place before the American Negro immigra-
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tion became large, from the start conditions were quite
dissimilar. In the United States constitutional law de.
veloped alongside slavery and was influenced by it; in
tact, the Constitution itself protected it. There had been':
slavery in the Southern colonies for 168 years before
the Constitution was written. As a contemporary Ca.
nadian Negro put it:**°

We are sorry to be compelled to admit that along
the frontier we have to contend with Yankee preju-
dice against colour, although unlike that which is
so formidable in the United States. There it is bol-

stered up by law— here it has no foundation to stand
upon and we can live it down.

If Canada was such a haven, why did so many Ne-
groes leave it and return to the United States when the
Civil War was over?'*! From this and other evidence'
so ably mustered by Landon it is possible to argue
. that colored people went to Canada, not because Canada

was attractive but because the United States was un-
f attractive. Had Negroes continued to enter in large

numbers the problem might have become acute, even
to the point where Canada could have been classified
as a Border State! It is pretty clear that the Canadian
Negro was a folk hero in Canada before the Civil War
! as he was in the Northern states. Canadians apparently
grew bored with the idea, just as we did.

Says Landon: 142

The interest of white people in [his] welfare
tended to die out and for the last half century the
coloured people in Canada have been a small racial
group, enjoying the rights of citizenship but dis-
criminated against in minor respects by their fellow-
Canadians.
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As for the area west of the Lakes, that vast and

magnificent country now such an important part of the
Canadian patrimony, one turns for enlightenment to
Clifford Sifton, the man who did as much to settle it
as any single person could. In summarizing the Sifton
3p(;.]jcies his biographer says:

143

Settle! That was the keyword of the whele pro-
gramme. If a man would settle on the land and
seriously devote himself to the business of produc-
tion, the whole department of the Interior, from the
Minister [Sifton] down fo the youngest office boy,
was at his service. If he was a white man, in both
senses of that word. he could come from anywhere
in the world and he was made welcome, and put to
work with no questions asked as to his race, his
religion, his language or his previous condition ol
servitude.

Canadian scholars have been consulted on the pos-

P eible meaning of the phrase, “in both senses of that
‘word,” (which the present writer has italicized in the
\quotation), and they doubt that it shows a tendency to-

ward prejudice against colored settlers.”"* There is still

room for speculation. When Sifton addressed Queen’s

College on receiving the LL.D., in 1927, he spoke as fol-
lows: *°
You are Canadians. This is a distinectively—per-
haps the most distinctively—Canadian University.
What does that call to your mind? That you are one
of nine million people to whom Providence has com-
mitted perhaps the greatest heritage that has ever
been given 1o an equal number of people. Nine mil-
lions of white people. No negro problem; no yellow
problem; no slum problem.
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Notice the interesting disjunction between “white
people” and those who produce problems: Negroes, opis
entals, paupers. It reads a good deal like master-racs
dogma of nineteenth century United States. If these do
not represent Sifton’s true sentiments they were the
ones attributed to him by at least some of his conteme
poraries. In an immigration study prepared for wide
distribution in 1914 the Negro population of Canadg;
was discussed briefly, and the author closed with some’
pertinent words:4*

Whilst no one will deny that there are many up-
right and respected citizens among the number, thera
are few thoughtful Canadians who would care to see
the present number increased by fresh arrivals , |,
At no time has the immigration of this race been ep-
couraged by the government, and it must be with
regret that students of the immigration problem
view the movement of coloured persons from Okla=
homa to the western provinces which commenced &
during the year 1911. The negro problem which
faces the United States, and which Abraham Lin-
coln said could be settled only by shipping one and
all back to a tract of land in Africa, is one in which
Canadians have no desire to share. It is to be hoped
that climatic conditions will prove unsatisfactory to
those new settlers, and that the fertile lands of the
West will be left to be cultivated by the white race
only.

Perhaps it is unfair to treat isolated quotations in
this way; in any event, Negroes have not come to west-
ern Canada on any scale and broad conclusions cannot
be sustained without further study, unless the mere
absence of Negroes is considered presumptive evidence.

Jim Crow Out West 193

It is risky business to erect a mighty pile of histori-
cal generalizations upon a foundation consisting of only
one state out of forty-eight, but the writer confidently

gppeals to the historical profession to say whether it

is not absolutely predictable that a prejudice existing
in an established area of settlement will be found, in
gne form or another, in adjacent areas crossed over
by a moving frontier. In the case of Montana, one may
poldly assert that had there been no system of segre-
gated schools in the Territory there would have been
discrimination at least in “minor respects,” as happened
glsewhere, and if that is true for Montana it is true for
the whole West. We must keep in mind that no out-
side force imposed Negro segregation upon Montana; no
pressure was brought to bear, no rewards were held
put; the pioneers made a free choice. For those who
sympathize with the South in its present plight and
reflect on the large numbers of colored people in that
area, let it be remembered that Montana tried to put
Negro children in one building and whites in another
when there were probably less than two-hundred col-
ored people of all ages in a population of twenty thou-
gsand. If there ever was a time for the newly-arrived
gettler to pick and choose eastern laws and institutions
with nice discrimination, it was when he faced the
meager number of “Africans” around him and tried to
decide whether to treat them as citizens or subjects.
In the history of attitudes the frontier movement of
the Far West has been nothing but a conduit with a
very coarse screen, It is to the credit of that master
historian, Frederick Jackson Turner, that he made no
attempt to conceal the brutalizing effects of frontier
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existence, and his ablest followers have displayed tha

same honesty. Indeed, among the populai*izers th:

| crudities and savagery of pioneer life seem to over

shadow everything else. For Turner, as for these othere

the cultural deficiences of the frontier were more tham‘:

made up for by its alleged agency in the spread u';

democracy. Yet, it is not the sophisticated democracy:

of the present day which they seem to he thinking of

but the “grass roots” sort of thing, a form of behaviu;‘:

known for its vigor more than anything else. The pio-

‘ neer never did solve the problem of minority rights en

the frontier, not with the Indians, not with the Cl‘1h1&se

» not with the Mormons, and apparently not with the Ne:

groes either. It is notorious that he had few twinges of

conscience with the first three; what his attitude tc]waﬁl

the last one was may be surmised. He did not solve the

problem in the West because he did not solve it in the

East. No American has solved it. The frontier permit-

ted him to be pretty much the same kind of man in both

places. It was a passive instrumentality, a chute. '

The early West may have made Americans out of

Englishmen, as Professor Turner said, but the Far West

was Americanized by Americans who came with social

| attitudes already formed. The people who went west

after 1848 were not very far removed in time from the

pioneers of their own homeland. It was as certain as

anything can be in this world that when the sons and

grandsons of the early frontiersmen passed beyond the

Mississippi they would exploit Indians and discriminate
against Negroes,

In the old days it used to be said that the North

loved the Negro collectively and hated him individually,
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while the South loved him individually and hated him

collectively. The Far Westerner might have exercised
that much-talked-about adaptability of his fo devise
some better attitude. If it is true that the frontier
movement produced American democracy, and Ameri-
can democracy included racial prejudice, he really had
no choice, for democracy decreed that he degrade him-
self by degrading his black brother, and degrade he
did.

LA Act to provide for a system of common schools,” January 12, 1872,

Laws, Memorials, and Resolutions of the Terrilory of Mantana |7th
gess,] (Deer Lodge: “New North West," 1872), section 34, p. 627.

2uAn Act to provide a temporary Government for the Territory of Mon-
tana,” May 26, 1864, ch. xcv, 13 Stat, 85,

" Not specifically said in the Montana Organic Act, but understood. For-
malized later by general law: Rew. Stat, sec, 1850 (1875).

tSection 4 of the Organic Act. See note 13, beiow.

*This is section 1 of the Amendment. (Ttalies mine—].W.5.)
*The writer has in preparation a study of the constitutional law of the
organized Territories covering the period 1787-1900.

"The Montana statute on school segregation was never construed by the
Territorial supreme court or the state supreme court while it was in

effect.

" Weil discussed by opposing counsel in Corry o Carter (1874), 48 Ind.
327: and People, ex. rel. King v. Gallagher (1883), 48 N, Y, 438. Also
in a note following United States v. Buntin, 10 Fed. 730 (6th Cir. 1882).
Many of the important state cases, but by no means all, were considered
by the United States Supreme Court in Plessy ¢ Ferguson (1896), 163
t]. §. 537. The reader is directed to the Century [igest vnder the title
“Sehools” for a convenient summary of others.

' Roberls w. The City of Boston (1849), 5 Cush. [Mass,] 198. The Plessy
case and others alluded to may be located through note 8, above.

" See note B, above. According to Alfred H. Keily and Winfred A, Harbi-
son, The American Constitution (NY : W, W, Norton & Co., Ine, 1048),
it was another case which decided that “laws establishing separate
schools for whites and blacks were also valid, so long as equal accommo-
dations were provided for both races.—p. 492, Justice Harlan denied
that this point was before the court: Cwmming v. Bourd of Education
(1899), 175 U. S, 543, 544, 545, See also Edward 5, Corwin (ed.), The
Constitution of the United States of America (Washington, D. C.: 1053,

p. 1161,
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" Ward ». Flood (1874) , 48 Cal, 36. (Pertinent sections of the Califorpiy

law are reprinted in the opinion.) In Marion v. Territory, 32 Pac.

[Okla.] (1893), the supreme court of Oklahoma Territory upheld 1;
Oklahoma segregation statute of 1890. [ believe this was the ieadinu
Territorial precedent. The law was sustained, although the constitutiongf
1ssue was evaded. The Marion case came too late to be of much jye
to the Montana bar and it seems to have left little trace in the publi
law of the day, :

"“An Act to Provide for a system of Cormoan Schoals,”” The Stal
\n ! a5} . 5, Statul
Califarnia [6th sess., 1865-66], particularly sections 57-30, . 3&5,* e g

" By an oversight this phrase was omitted from the Montana Organic Aey
i

but the hole was _{Jlllﬁ{ged by Congress later and was never regarded g
an escape.—Rey, Stad. see, 1891 (1875).

" United States v. Singleton (1883), 109 U. S. 3.

" After discussing the Credit Mobilier scandals Riegel has this to say:
“The morals of a succeeding gencration should not be held as a standard
for earlier generations.”—Robert Edgar Riegel, The Siory of the Western
h'lus!rnads (NY: The Macmillan Co., 1926}, p. 80. 1 should like to know
why not.

" Congressional Globe, 38 Cong., | sess., p. 1745.
" Ibid., p. 1843,

" Ibid,, p. 2348, The final conference committee not only reporied that there
were no Negroes in the Territory but predicted that there “probably
would not |'.|_1: any colored persons actually resident in the Territory wha
by any possibility, could vote on this occasion . —Loe cit i

" Historical Society of Montana Contributions, X (1940), p. 281, note 135

ad '1_'l1u111§s J. Dimsdale, The Figiluntes of Montana (Butte: McKes Print=
ing Co,, 1949 ed.), p. 148; Robert George Raymer, Monlung (Chicago
19.31(»3;1. L, p. 170; Mable Ovitt, Golden Treasure (Dillon, Mont.: 1954),
p. :

* Horace Mant Bond, The Education of the Negro in fhe American Soct
Order (NY: Prentice-Hall Inc., 1934), . 44, I P AmTICHES

® For the continuing influence of the Dred Scott case see Willinm Winslow
(_,‘I'OSH[{.G}J_._ Palitics f:{lfl' r{rr' Constitutian tn the History of the United
States (Chicago: University of Chicagon Press, 1953), 1, pp. 1083fE

B AR f"\,(:t_‘mst‘g'llilli:ihilm a commaon school system for the Territory of Mon=
ta11:1.w§e).br|.1ary 6, 1865, Bannack Staluies, sec. 16, p. 433, (Italics mine

* Ninth Census, 1, p. 46: Tenth Census, Slatistics of Population, p. 4003
Eleventh Census, Reporl on Population, T, p. 420.

® Compendium of the Ninth Census, pp. 388-91,

¥ Compendium of the Tenth Census, pp. 476-81. This source pives 1,374
Negroes as having been horn in Montana, an impossible figure contra-
dicted by other census evidence, printed and otherwise. There were not
enough colored females in Montana in 1870 to have produced such a
progeny: “1870 Census Population Schedules,” Microfilm Roll Mo, 208
(Montana), National Archives,

" Compendium of the Eleventh Census, 111, pp. 32-37.
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# |fontana Post, March 17, 1866,

# [hid., March 24, 1866,

» Nathaniel Pitt Langford, Figilante Days and Ways (NY: D. D, Merill
Co,, 1893), 2-vols-in-one, 11, pp. 324-25; Helena W eekly Herald, Septem-
ber 5, 1867; Helen Fitzgerald Sanders and William H. Bertsche, Jr.
(eds.), X. Beidler: Figilonte (Norman: University of Oklahoma FPress,
1957), pp. 147-49. In its present form the Beidler book is almost useless
as evidence.

u Helena Weekly Gazetle, August 6, 1873,
8 Alhert D. Richardson, Beyond the Mississipps (NY: 1867), p. 488

® Hermann Hagedotn, The Magnate (NY: Reynal and Hitcheock, 1935),
p. 16,

gV, Hayden, The Great West (Philadelphia: Franklin Publishing Co,,
1880), p. 234. See also: Helena Weekly Record, August 18, 1881; Forl
Benton Weekly Record, September 8, 1881: [bid, September 22, 1881;
Racky Mountain Husbandman, December 8, 1881,

®W. C. Haudy, Father of the Blues (NY: The Macmillan Ca., 1944), p,
41,

# There were very few Negroes listed as miners in 1870, although a good
many Chinese. It seems that the prejudice against Negroes was greater:
#1870 Census Population Schedules,” Microfilm Roll No. 208 (Montana),
National Archives,

% [ oc. cit.; Bureau of Census, Negro Population 1790-1915, p. 92.

® rhid., p. 71.
® Article on “Missouriana,” Missouri Historical Reviero, XXXIV (October,
1939), pp. 71-80; same (April, 1940), pp. 357-G1.

#iShciety has been plunged into a fearfully distracted state by the advent
of Price. Very many of the resident rebels must speedily show works
meet for repentance or emigrate where their sympathies lead them.”—
(General Fisle to General Rosecrans, December 8, 1864, War of the Re-
bellion, ser. I, XLI, part 4, p. 814.) The Far West was considered a
snitable place for redemption :— Ibid,, pp. 562, 829, 905, 947. For the at-
titude of Montana Republicans toward these refugees see George Me-
O ?] to Lyman Trumbull, June 10, 1866, “Territorial Papers of the
United States Senate,” Mierofilm Roll No. 10, National Archives and
Records Service, 1951; Governor Potts to Secretary of Interior, March
4, 1877, “General Records of the Department of the Interior; Territorial
Papers, Montana,” Roll Na. 2.

“ Qvitt, Golden Treasure, p. 25.

"C‘fr-rg’lmrr w. Montana Mineral Land and Mining Co., 1 Blake [Mont.]
246.

@ Eort Benton River Press, Fehriary 15, 1882,
“ [William A. Burke], Copper Camp (NY: Hastings House, 1945), p. 133.

“ Compendivm of the Ninth Census, pp. 42324, Compendivm of the Tenth
Census, p. 518

* Figures abstracted from material collected in James U. Sanders (ed.),
Society of Montana Pionecrs, Directory (Helena: 1899),
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S Compendium of the Ninth Census, pp. 378-82, 392, The foreign-born werg.
of the usual type for the period, British Islanders, Germans, Canadiang
and so on. The frontier movement apparenlty did litlle to liberalize tha
thinking of thess pioneers, Perhaps they were not so liberal to begiy
with,

“ Compendivm of the Tenth Census, pp. 332, 464-69,

® See references in notes 45, 47, and 48, above.

¥ Robert W. Johannsen, Frontier Politics and the Sectional Conflict (Seat
tle: University of Washington Press, 1955), pp. 15[, and 91, o cope
pilations for the vears 1864, 1870, and 1880, the states of Missonuri, Ken-
tucky, and the two Virginias supphed an average of three-fourths of the
Southern immigrants into Montana: see references in nates 46, 47, angd
48, ahove. On the historical position of Border States see: Edward Cone
rad Smith, The Borderlands in the Civil War (NY: The Macmillan Ca,
1927), )

" Charles 5. Johnson, Paiterns of Negro Segregution (NY: Harper ang
Brothers, 1943), p. 12,

™ Southern-born legislators were outnumbered by roughly two-to-one i
both houses.—From records lindly put at my dispesal by Dr, E. E. Wals
dron of Montana State University, compiled for his projected “Bigs
graphical Directory of the Montana Legislature” The only recorded’
vote took place in the Council, on passage, The single meémber to vole
against the bill was from Louisiana (5. J. Beck).

¥ Before the appoinmtent of Cornelius Hedges as superintendent of publie
instruction in 1872 the Territorial school records were badly kepl. Hise
torical sources are consequently thin, County superintendents were largely
independent of superior control and the entire situation was generally
deplored. 3
" Section 56, reprinted in Ward v. Flood, 48 Cal, 36. A lawyer could still
argue that the California law segregated Negroes in any number. Sege
tion 53 read: “Every school, unless otherwise provided by special law,
shall be open for the admission of all white children between five i
twenty-one vears of age residing in that school distriet . . ."—Loc. ¢l

% Weekly Montanian, December 21, 1871,

* Helena Daily Herald, December 14, 1871 ; December 27; December 30§
January 5 1872, See also the Weckly Montanion, December 7, 18713
December 28,

" The bill as submitted by Searles is found in a box labelled “Sorted Bills®
on Shelf 74, sub-basement 6, office of the Secrelary of State, Helena
The room index says the box contains vetoed bills of the 1876 session,
ohviously not true with respect to this bill. In the same container are
other education bills of no assigned date. They differ from one another
congiderably but all contain the provision on Negro children. I

% Helena Daily Ferdld, December 1, 1871.

™ On Council action see the Helena Daily Herald for January 11, 1872, On
Stuart's Indian wife and family see W, IJ Ghent, “Granville Stuart,®
Dictionary of American Biography, XVIII, pp. 168-69.

* The marriage of white men to Indian women was a heritage of the fur

trade in Montana, more important there than in California. Strong dis=
approval of such unions came with the gradual elevation of society inta
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the polite form, Since Montanans were so racial minded it is strange
that the bill spared the Chinese. There were better than ten times more
of those than of colored people in 1870: Ninth Census, I, p. 46. Pro-
nounced dislike for Chinese seems to have dated from the Helena fire
of 1874. Some people held them responsible for it. See Helena newspapers
for January, 1874,

n See newspaper references in notes 53, 56, 58, and 59, above,

#n the Revised Statutes of 1879, section 34 became section 1120. In the
Compiled Statutes of 1887, section 1120 became section 1892, There is
no mention of it in the Code of 1895 because the code commission incor-
porated the changes in the laws made by the legislature of that year, in-
eluding repeals.

@ fiennial Report of Hon. Cornelius Hedges, Superintendent of Publie I'n-
struction [1872-73] (Cincinnati: Robert Clark & Co., 1874), p. 6

 felena Daily Herald, August 18, 1873, letter by “Justice.” There was no
explanation as to why the mother was called "Miss” rather than “Mrs."”

& i7-leng Doily Herald, August 19, 1873
™ rhid., August 18, 1873.

" [hid,, August 19, 1873,

& Ninth Census, 1, p. 46.

® Helenn Daily Herald, August 19, 1873,

® Council Journal, p: 11. One wonders what he thought when the Turner
woman pleaded for her child and asked why Chinese and Indian children
might go to school at the taxpayers’ expense, but not hers.—FHelena Daily
Herald, August 18, 1873,

" [bid., August 18, 1873,

B letter to the editor, Aungust 19, 1873. Hedges had close contacts with
the Herald, for whom he often wrote editorials: Michael A. Leeson (ed.),
History of Montana, 1739-1885 (Chicago: 1885), p. 328,

® Or s0 said the Helena Daily Herald for January 5, 1872, There are vari-
ous reasons for accepting the story, the principal one being that under
the Territorial form of government—where the executive was often an
outsider from a different political party—no business between the gover-
nor and legislature could be transacted except through logrolling.

" Biennial Report of Hon. Cornelius Hedges [1872-73], p. 20. Hedges ran
a letter in the Helens Daily Herald summarizing changes in the school
law after the session was over, and castigating the legislature for parsi-
mony, but he did not attacl it for failing to repeal section 34. He did
not even mention it. (Issue of January 19, 1874‘;

¥ He must have been a person of dignity and presence. In spite of his
criticisms of legislators and other important _pmple he was praised as
an able man and a good school organizer. See Helema Daily Herald,
January 14, 1874 ; New North-IFest [ Deer Lodge], Janvary 17, 1874,

" The Missoulian was ane of few papers to even note that the governor had
specifically attacked section 34. Possibly it was the only one—Issue of
Jamary 15, 1875
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T T cannot believe that any copsiderable number of our citizens e

willing that any child shall be excluded from the privileze of an edies.
tion at the public expense on account of color"—Message of the (rover.
'lr:'.‘:lr of Montana Territory [1874] (Virginia City: Montanian, 1875), P,

" Biennial Report of Hon, Cornclivs Hedges, Superintendent of Public Ins
struction [1874-75] (Helena: Independent, 1876, p. 4: Same IIB?|5|
(Helena : Independent, 1877), p. 7; Report of the Superintendent of Puhe
lic Instruction [1877-78] (Helena: Independent, 1879), p. 10; Ibid., p. 12

" Helena Daily Herald, April 3, 1876; August 26; August 28; August 29.
August 31; December 20; Helena Daily Independent, February 8; April
8; Laura C. Ballou, “Glimpses of Montana in Territorial Days as seen
in Helena, the Capital,” (manuseript 379, F136, “Helena Schools,” His
torieal Society of Montana library, Helena)—dates given here for the
inauguration of segregation in Helena are erroneous.

* House Journal of the Ninth Session [1876] (Helena: Helena Weekly and
Daily Herald), p. 305; New North-IFest, Fehrnary 11, 1876,

" Helena Daily Herald, December 20, 1876,
" Hause Tournal, p. 340,

MN(?'I’(I _Nﬂ‘r‘l‘f!-l‘.[‘ri-‘.'.‘!. Ft“l‘ll'l!m‘y 8, 1876: Rocky Mauntain Hiishandman
[ White Sulphur Springs], February 17, 1876 Helena Daily Flerald, Feh-
ruary 9, 1876,

M Ibid., August 24, 1876,
™ Ibid., March 22, 1877 ; April 12,
" Catalogute of the Helena Graded Schools 11879-80], p. 8.

" Butte Inter-Mountains Freeman, December 18, 1881 Butte Weekly Miner,
December 20, 1881; Weekly Record, December 29, 1881,

" New North-West, Decetnber 7, 1883; and references in note 80, above,

" Billings Daily Herald, December 8, 1883 ; Butte Semi-Weekly Miner, De-
cemher 8; Firginia City Madisonian, December 15, The Helona Daily In-
dependent of December 25 carried an editorial entitled “Civil Rights"
which did not mention the affair.

“New North-West, December 7, 1883, T regret that [ did not have time
to consult the original papers of the case,

" The Report of the Superintendent of Public Tnstruction [1877-78], p. 12,
tells of twelve colored children in school in the counity for that year, the
last such mention in the official lists. In 1880 the county had 71 Negro
residents : Tenth Census, Stalistics of Population, p. 400.

*The controversy iz best studied chronologically through the newspapers—
Weekly Record: December 29, 1881 ; January 4, 1882; River Press: Jane
nary 4, 1882: January 11, 1882: Weekly Record: January 12, 1382:
River Press: January 16, 1882 Janvary 18; January 25; {é‘ebruary iz

Weekly Record: February 2, 1882 Riper Press: February 8, 1882, From
an editorial in the W eekly Record for June 23, 1881, it seems that there
had been no trouble of any kind in the schools for at least a year prior to
the December outhreak.
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n River Press, January 16, 1882, Various county superintendents of schools
were asked by the author to search their files for evidence of segregation
in Territorial days. Records were found to be incomplete and little posi-
tive evidence of any kind came out.

8 Tenth Census, Statistics of Population, p. 400,
w dymal Report af the Superintendent of Public Instruction [1881], p. 46.

" Rocky Mountain Husbandnan, Januvary 5, 1882; New North-West, Jan-
pary 13, 1882,

o Rocky Mountain Husbandman, January 12, 1882

® Helena Doily Independent, February 4, 1882, In 1892 four colored children
from a Negro family residing in town were in school and two were
graduated in later years.—Letter to author by Ethel G, Knight, county
superintendent, May 20, 1957,

® dnnual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction [1881], p. 44.

W Helena Daily Herald, January 19, 1882; January 20. In the Calalogue of
the Helena Graded Schools [1881-82], p. 9, one James Robinson seems
to have been the only Negro from the former term who carried over.

W Helena Daily Herald, March 21, 1882,

i rhid., January 20, 1882,

" Thid,, January 21, 1882,

W New North-West, January 27, 1882

8 Helena Daily Herald, March 21, 1882,

" Ibid., May 12, 1882.

W Helena Daily Independent, February 4, 1882,
% Frelona Daily Herald, May 14, 1882,

" Helena Daily Independent, February 4, 1882
4 Ibid., February 19, 1882,

™ Ihid,, May 13, 1882,

" Felena Daily Herald, May 15, 1882,

# Helena Daily Independent, May 14, 1882. The paper said it accepted the
result but preferred the old system. Integration had failed in Chicago and
would fail in Felena,

M See note 35, above.

MW, A. Clark frequently picked up papers during the capital campaign and
sold them back later. He may not have controlled the Colored Citizen.
It was very Republican and anti-Populist. Clark was a Free-Silver
Democrat, one of the substantial contributors to Bryan in 1896, In other
respects the paper suited his purposes so well that it is difficulf not to
gee hiz hand in it. Later, if not at this time, he was more than willing
to buy Republican votes. Why not Republican newspapers?
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" Fourth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Tnstriction of the
Territory of Montana | 1882] (Helena: Daily & Weekly Independent,
1883), p. 29.

" From Dr. Waldron's files it appears that the Southern members of the
1883 legislature were also outnumbered by roughly two-to-one,

WeAn Act to Amend the Montana School Law,” March 8, 1883, Larog,
Resolutions and Memaorials of the Territory of Montana . . . [1883]
(Helena : George E. Boos, 18383), p. 57 (proviso).

U Eeleng Dailv Herald, Febrnary 28, 1883,

" Loc, cit.; Semi=Weekly Miner, March 17, 1883,

¥ Helena Daily Herald, March 10, 1883.

It was renumbered as Section 1892, The only othér writer to mention
segregation in Montana, Monsignor Emmet ], Riley, thought the act of
1883 was the final one on the subject. The error is not material. See hig
Development of the Montana State Educational Organizalion, 1864-1930
(Washington, D. C.: Catholic University of America, 1931), pp. 35-6,

" Negro Population 1700-1915, p. 428.

# Ibid., p. 819.

" The repeal measure was introduced as Senate Bill No, 39. Its hislory
can be traced in the Senate Journal of the Fourth Session of the Lengislos
tive Assembly of the State of Montana, pp. 8, 30, 31-32, 44, 92, 157, 158
167, 169, 169-71 183, 290, 325. The superintendent of public instruction
designed it after reading the laws of the states. The hoard of education
warmly recommended it to the governor, and he to the legislature:
“Minutes” of the State Board of Eduocation, December 3, 1894, pp
120-21 (in the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Helena):
Third Biennial Report of the |State] Superintendent of Public Instrigs
fion [1894] (Helena: State Publishing Co., 1895), p. 258

* Tohn Herhert Nelson, The Negro Character in American Literature (Bul-
letin of the University of Kansas, Humanistic Studies No. 1, 1926), n
128, Iis conclusions are accepted by Rayford W. Logan in 7he Negro
In American Life and Thought: The Nadir, 1877-1901 (NY : The Dial
Press, 1954), pp. 239-74,

* Richard Moody, America Takes the Stage (Bloomington: [ndiana Uni=
versity Press, 1955), p. 61,

" Togan, The Negro in American Life and Thought, pp. 208-09.

* George W, Cable, The Negro Question (NY: Charles Scribner's Sons,
1890), p. 3. Cahle was a good deal unlike a certain Southern novelist of
today whom ene might mention.

"WUAL present, Harvard has about five thousand white students and abont
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