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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Glacier National Park is located in Flathead and Glacier Counties in north-
western Montana, along the United States—Canada border and the Continental Divide.
Three major drainages converge in this area. Melting snows from Triple Divide Peak
drain into the Pacific Ocean via the Flathead and Columbia Rivers; into the Atlantic
Ocean via the Missouri-Mississippi River systems to the Gulf of Mexico; and into
Hudson Bay via the St. Mary and Saskatchewan Rivers. Glacier Park covers a little
over 1 million acres and joins its Canadian counterpart, Waterton Lakes National
Park, the combined parks being known as Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park.
It was created by the combined efforts of Canadian and American Rotarians. The two
Parks are woven together by a network of trail systems and international waterways .
The east side of Glacier National Park is bounded by the Blackfeet Indian
Reservation, while on the south and west sides, it is bounded by the Flathead and
Lewis and Clark National Forests. The primary features of Glacier National Park are
the spectacular mountain scenery, glaciers and glacial sculpturing, mountain lakes,
wild flowers, and a wide variety of wildlife.

The following structures, complexes, districts, and sites are included in the
Multiple Resource Nomination for Glacier National Park. Separate cover pages
describe the relationship of each structural group to the major themes of park deve-
lopment, and their relationship to the natural and man-made enviromment. Individual
forms for each structure present information on location, classification, architec-
tural description, historical development, integrity and significance, and
bibliographic reference. More detailed information on the general historical signi-
ficance of the park structures is provided under Item 8, Significance.

Ranger Stations

“"Belly River Ranger Station Historic District
“~Bowman Lake Ranger Station ’
~~East Glacier Ranger Station Historic District
Kintla Lake Ranger Station
Kishenehn Ranger Station Historic District
- Logging Creek Ranger Station Historic District
.~Polebridge Ranger Station Historic District
~-8t. Mary Ranger Station- ,
-~Sherburne Ranger Station Historic District
Swiftcurrent Ranger Station Historic Distriet
-Upper Lake McDonald Ranger Station Historic District
.Walton Ranger Station Historic District



orm No. 19-300a
Yev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE _
RECEIVED /2/7//H”

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED _

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2 1

Patrol, Snowshoe, and Backcountry Cabins

"Bowman Lake Patrol Cabin
- 'Fielding Snowshoe Patrol Cabin
~Ford Creek Patrol Cabin
-Logan Creek Patrol Cabin
~Upper Logging Lake Snowshoe Cabin
. Lower Logging Lake Snowshoe Cabin (& Boathouse)
. Upper Nyack Creek Snowshoe Cabin
Lower Nyack Creek Snowshoe Cabin
Upper Park Creek Patrol Cabin
Lower Park Creek Patrol Cabin
- Pass Creek Snowshoe Cabin
- Quartz Lake Patrol Cabin
Slide Lake Patrol Cabin (& Woodshed)
~Upper Kintla Lake Patrol Cabin ‘

Fire Lookouts

© Apgar
““Heaven's Peak
~Huckleberry
~Loneman
~Mount Brown
~Numa Ridge
-"Scalplock
~8wiftecurrent

Miscellaneous Structures and Sites

~Gunsight Pass Shelter

.~Ptarmigan Tunnel

+Two Medicine General Store o

~“Nyack Ranger Station Barn and Fire Cache
- McCarthy Homestead
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of historic resources in Glacier Natiomal Park is their rela-
tionship to prominent themes in park history: early exploration and settlement;
creation and expansion of tourism; and extension of administrative control. Home-
stead structures and the remains of early twentieth century oil exploration enter-
prises reflect the pre-Park (1910) period of settlement in the North Fork of the
Flathead River valley. The distinctive hotels and chalets of Glacier and the unique
engineering resource of the Going-to-the-Sun Highway evidence the park's primary .
attraction as a tourist retreat. Park officials have been concerned for minimizing
intrusions on the beauty of Glacier by their use of rustic architecture and the
placement of administrative buildings. The structures included in the multiple
resource nomination for Glacier National Park exemplify the development of these
major historical themes. 1

The Early Development of Glacier National Park

Before the 1880s, white exploration in the rugged Glacier area often was con-
templated, seldom attempted, and rarely resulted in significant success. The promise
of mineral wealth drew some of the first adventurers to the area now known as Glacier
National Park. These prospectors settled briefly in mining camps such as Altyn and
drifted to areas of short-lived strikes. Prior to the creation of Glacier National
Park (in 1910), miners filed almost 2,000 mineral claims within what are now the Park
boundaries. The possibility of substantial mineral deposits and oil fields lured
individuals and organized mining interests to both the east and west slopes of the
Continental Divide. Many initial wagon roads in Glacier's eastern valleys and along
the North Fork of the Flathead River resulted from ore extraction and oil-drilling
enterprises. The dilapidated remains of unprofitable ventures such as the Cracker
Lake Mine and the Butte Oil Well tecall this era of Glacier's pre-Park history.

: o ﬂ

In contrast to the m1n1ma1 success in mlneral and oil exploration, completion of
the Great Northern Railroad produced immediate and significant consequences.; In July
1893, James J. Hill's Great Northern Railroad railroad reached the West Coast.
Crossing the Continental Divide through Marias Pass, the Great Northern obtained a
right-of-way through the mountains that later formed the southern boundary of Glacier

lReferences consulted in researching the history and architectural history of
Glacier National Park are cited in Item 9.
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